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Ballet Nacional de España begins its Invocación tour 
at the Teatro Circo in Albacete
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The programme created by Rubén Olmo, premiered on March 7th at the Teatro Villamarta in Jerez de la Frontera, Cádiz, brings together several styles of Spanish dance, ranging from escuela bolera to flamenco


Albacete, 28th October 2020. Dance may be possible away from the stage, but for performers it lacks the excitement of dancing before an audience—that intangible element that makes every performance a unique moment. The Ballet Nacional de España will experience that feeling once again on the stage of the Teatro Circo de Albacete on 29th and 30th October.

The Ballet Nacional de España gave its last performance on March 7th at the Teatro Villamarta, when Spain’s public Spanish dance company, directed by Rubén Olmo, premiered the programme Invocación at the closing of the Festival de Jerez. The lockdown, travel restrictions and closure of leisure and cultural venues introduced only a few days later led to the postponement of the programme’s scheduled tours. The safety measures adopted by the company and the theatres to protect the health of the artists, technical teams and audiences have enabled the Ballet Nacional de España to resume performances of Invocación in October. This is the programme that audiences in Albacete will be able to enjoy. It will subsequently travel to Terrassa, Barcelona, Pozuelo de Alarcón, Madrid, Águilas, Murcia and Pamplona.

The programme that the Ballet Nacional de España brings to Albacete offers a comprehensive overview of Spanish dance, encompassing most of its styles, from escuela bolera to flamenco. It comprises Rubén Olmo’s choreographies Invocación bolera and Jauleña; Antonio Najarro’s Eterna Iberia; and De lo flamenco. Homenaje a Mario Maya, featuring choreography by Mario Maya, Milagros Menjíbar, Manolo Marín, Isabel Bayón and Rafaela Carrasco. “It is a very complete programme in which audiences will be able to enjoy flamenco filled with life and energy on stage, a ballet representing the purest form of stylised dance and one of the few recent escuela bolera choreographies,” says Rubén Olmo.

For this programme—the first he devised after taking up his position in September 2019—the director of the Ballet Nacional de España wanted to revive a work by Mario Maya, an artist with a highly distinctive style. “Despite being one of the greatest masters and choreographers of contemporary Andalusian flamenco, the Ballet Nacional de España did not have any of his works in its repertoire. I am very proud to have been able to recover De lo flamenco for today’s audiences,” he explains. “In 1994, Mario brought a new freshness to the way flamenco was created and experienced on stage, particularly with a large company of dancers. This production, premiered by the Compañía Andaluza de Danza—now the Ballet Flamenco de Andalucía—of which he was the first director, marked a turning point because of its stylisation, freshness and movement. Even today, it remains innovative and entirely unlike anything else,” adds Rubén Olmo. The music was commissioned by Mario Maya from Diego Carrasco and Jesús Torres.

The Ballet Nacional de España’s production of De lo flamenco includes two new choreographies created by dancers who worked with Mario Maya: Rafaela Carrasco’s Romance del emplazado and Isabel Bayón’s Taranto. The programme also includes Manolo Marín’s choreography Los cinco toreros.

The two choreographies by Rubén Olmo are also new creations. Opening the performance is Invocación bolera, one of the few contemporary choreographies created in escuela bolera, one of the most technically demanding styles of Spanish dance and one of those most appreciated by audiences. “I believe this piece captures the essence of the style, characterised by jumps and castanet playing, whose great masters included Mariemma, Ángel Pericet and Antonio ‘el Bailarín’, while updating it for the dancers of the Ballet Nacional de España,” says Rubén Olmo. The music was composed specifically for the work by composer and conductor Manuel Busto, who also created the score for Jauleña, a transitional solo combining several styles and performed by Rubén Olmo.

The Invocación programme is completed by Eterna Iberia, the final work Antonio Najarro created for the Ballet Nacional de España while serving as its director. Premiered in 2019 at Murcia’s Auditorio y Centro de Congresos Víctor Villegas, it is a stylised dance ballet—a style also known as Spanish classical dance—inspired by great masters such as Pilar López. It incorporates traditional elements of Spanish dance, including the cape and Cordoban hat. The music was originally composed by Manuel Moreno Buendía for Antonio Ruiz Soler’s ballet Eterna Castilla and was subsequently arranged as a suite under the title Celtiberia.

Educational activities

One of Rubén Olmo’s objectives as director of the Ballet Nacional de España is to further develop the educational project that the company has been carrying out for several years. Last March, coinciding with the premiere of Invocación in Jerez de la Frontera, the BNE al cole programme was extended to schools outside Madrid for the first time. As part of this initiative, developed by Maribel Gallardo and Belén Moreno, pupils from schools in Jerez attended rehearsals for the production at the Teatro Villamarta and took part in a workshop designed to introduce them to the elements and history of dance.

Current capacity restrictions and safety protocols do not allow students to attend rehearsals at the Teatro Circo de Albacete. Nevertheless, a small group of students aged between eight and twelve from the Real Conservatorio de Danza de Albacete will attend an educational workshop today in the café area of the Teatro Circo de Albacete, led by Miguel Ángel Corbacho, assistant director of the BNE, and Belén Moreno. In addition, the director of the Ballet Nacional de España, Rubén Olmo, will visit the Conservatorio Profesional de Danza José Antonio Ruiz this afternoon and give a talk on Invocación to a small group of students before they attend the performance.


Invocación
Ballet Nacional de España

Programme:
Invocación bolera, by Rubén Olmo
Jauleña, by Rubén Olmo
Eterna Iberia, by Antonio Najarro
De lo flamenco. Homenaje a Mario Maya, by Mario Maya, Milagros Menjíbar, Manolo Marín, Isabel Bayón and Rafaela Carrasco

Teatro Circo de Albacete
29th October 2020, 8:00 p.m.
30th October 2020, 8:00 p.m.


About the Ballet Nacional de España

The Ballet Nacional de España (BNE) has been Spain’s leading public company for Spanish dance since it was founded in 1978 under the name Ballet Nacional Español, with Antonio Gades as its first director. It is one of the production units of the National Institute of the Performing Arts and Music (INAEM), which forms part of the Ministry of Culture and Sport. The BNE’s mission is to preserve, promote and pass on Spain’s rich choreographic heritage, embracing its stylistic diversity and traditions through its different forms: classical dance, stylised dance, folklore, escuela bolera and flamenco. It also works to bring Spanish dance closer to new audiences and strengthen its national and international profile within a framework of full artistic and creative autonomy.

Rubén Olmo, Director of the Ballet Nacional de España

Rubén Olmo, winner of the 2015 National Dance Award, joined the Ballet Nacional de España in September 2019 with the aim of preserving, promoting and expanding the reach of the traditional Spanish Dance repertoire, while also incorporating new creations and opening the company to avant-garde approaches and experimentation. This marks his second period with the BNE, having previously danced with the company from 1998 to 2002. From 2011, he served as director of the Ballet Flamenco de Andalucía, an institution belonging to the Regional Government of Andalusia, where he premiered his own productions, including Llanto por Ignacio Sánchez Mejías and La muerte de un minotauro. Before that, he founded his own company, for which he created productions such as Érase una vez, Belmonte, Las tentaciones de Poe, Horas contigo, Naturalmente Flamenco and Diálogo de Navegante. He has also worked as a choreographer and dancer with leading figures in Spanish Dance, including Aída Gómez, Antonio Najarro, Eva Yerbabuena, Víctor Ullate, Antonio Canales, Rafael Amargo, Isabel Bayón and Rafaela Carrasco.

Further information and interview requests:
Eduardo Villar
Communications Director, Ballet Nacional de España
Tel. 91 05 05 052 / 611 60 92 44
eduardo.villar@inaem.cultura.gob.es
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